Profile: Mary Keenan B. Agr.Sc. (Landscape Horticulture)
Mary graduated with a B.Agr.Sc degree in Landscape Horticulture from University College Dublin in 1991, which included one year spent as a trainee gardener at the Royal Horticulture Society (RHS) Garden, Wisley, Woking Surrey.  Following graduation, she worked for 4 years as a college lecturer on the Teagasc horticulture training course at the National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, lecturing in planting and garden design.   She subsequently spent a period working in the horticulture therapy sector with the St. John of God order.  Since 1996, she has been employed as a Senior Executive Parks Superintendent with South Dublin County Council’s Parks Department with responsibility for the management, design and development of over 1000 acres of public recreational parkland in the South Dublin area.  In addition, Mary has penned many articles on plants and gardening as a regular contributor to the very successful and widely circulated "Irish Garden" magazine.  She has been a regular panellist in support of Gerry Daly on RTE Radio 1's weekly programme "Ask About Gardening" and she gives garden lectures and talks on all sorts of garden-related subjects to garden clubs and societies all over the country.  During 2005 and 2006, from May to September she occupied a weekly gardening slot on the Lyric Notes programme on RTE Lyric FM.  She is a Past President of the Tree Council of Ireland and is currently chairman of the Tree Register of Ireland.  Together with her husband, Ross Doyle, they run Gash Gardens at Castletown in Co. Laois, a multiple award-winning four acre landscaped garden, open to visitors and comprising an interesting and varied plant collection.

